Memo for deportees, political prisoners
1.
What treaties on social security have been signed with the former territories of the USSR and what guarantees do they provide?
The Republic of Lithuania has concluded bilateral international treaties on social security with the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus, Ukraine, and the Republic of Moldova.
Regulations for coordinating social security systems in the European Union are applied to individuals who have acquired a social security record in Latvia and Estonia and/or have moved to Lithuania from these countries.
The Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Russian Federation on Pension Provision, signed on 29 June 1999, entered into force on 29 May 2001.
According to this agreement, social insurance pensions are granted and paid by the state in whose territory the person resides, following its laws. Therefore, when a pensioner relocates from Russia to Lithuania, their pension payments in Russia are terminated, and a pension is granted to them in Lithuania under the Lithuanian legislation. If a pensioner who has moved to live in Lithuania has no right to receive a pension in Lithuania (for example, because the age of eligibility for an old-age pension set by Lithuanian legislation has not been reached or for other reasons), Russia continues to pay the pension to them until they become eligible to receive a pension under the Lithuanian laws.
When granting pensions under this Agreement, periods of insurance completed in the other state are taken into account. Therefore, when granting a pension in Lithuania, the lengths of insurance acquired in Russia, which are confirmed by the competent authority of the Russian Federation, are taken into account.
Other treaties and EU regulations:
-
Treaty between the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Belarus on social security, signed on 4 February 1999, entered into force on 15 December 1999;
-
The Agreement between the Republic of Lithuania and Ukraine on social security, signed on 23 April 2001, entered into force on 8 February 2002;
-
The Agreement between the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Moldova on social security, signed on 1 October 2014, entered into force on 4 October 2015;
-
The Agreement between the Republic of Lithuania and Canada on Social Security, signed on 5 July 2005, entered into force on 1 November 2006;
-
European Union regulations on the coordination of social security systems.
All these treaties/regulations include the following basic guarantees:
-
Export of benefits – when a pensioner moves from one country to another, social insurance pensions continue to be paid by the country that granted them;
-
Aggregation of insurance (employment) periods – periods completed in another country are taken into account when determining entitlement to a social insurance pension. Therefore, if a person has not acquired the minimum required insurance period in Lithuania for a specific type of pension, their entitlement to a pension is determined by aggregating the periods of insurance acquired in Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Canada, Estonia, and Latvia.
Each state grants a pension for periods of insurance acquired within its territory, except for certain exceptions.
Calculation of insurance periods when granting pensions to individuals residing in Lithuania:
The length of employment and other activities specified in the legal acts of all former USSR republics, except Latvia, Estonia, Moldova, and Ukraine, up to 31 May 1991 are included in the period of service.
Periods of service completed in Russia after 1 June 1991 are included if they are confirmed by the competent authority of the Russian Federation.
The insurance periods acquired in Ukraine and Belarus are included until 1 January 1992 (insurance periods from 1 June 1991, to 31 December 1991, are included if they are confirmed by the competent authority of Belarus). Pensions are granted by Belarus for insurance periods acquired in Belarus after 1 January 1992.
All insurance periods acquired in Latvia, Estonia, Moldova are included, and pensions for those periods are granted by these states.
If a person has acquired insurance periods not only in Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, Moldova, and Ukraine but also in other former USSR republics, the insurance periods acquired in these other former USSR republics are included in accordance with the Lithuanian treaties concluded with Estonia, Latvia, Moldova, and Ukraine.
2.
Who can receive a state pension for affected individuals?
A state pension for affected individuals can be received by individuals who:
-
Lithuanian citizens, declared as residents in Lithuania or included in the register of residents who have not declared their place of residence, according to the procedure set by the Republic of Lithuania's Law on the Declaration of a Place of Residence;
-
Who do not receive a similar type of pension (except for a social insurance pension) or other permanent compensation from another state;
-
Who have reached the age for an old-age pension or are recognised as having lost 60% or more working capacity or recognised as having lost 45% or more working capacity due to illness acquired during exile or imprisonment.
3.
Where and which documents must be submitted by rehabilitated political prisoners and deportees who wish to receive a state pension for affected individuals?
In order to receive a state pension for affected individuals, a person must submit to the territorial branch of Sodra (the Lithuanian social insurance agency):
-
An application for the grant of a state pension for affected individuals;
-
A document issued by the law enforcement institutions of the Republic of Lithuania (Supreme Court, Ministry of the Interior, General Prosecutor's Office) or a legal status certificate of a person affected by occupations – a deportee or a prisoner of war, issued by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania.
The application for the grant of a state pension for affected individuals can be submitted:
-
Online, by logging into the individual Sodra account of the person;
-
By mail (the application must be accompanied by a copy of an identity document of the person, which has been approved according to the established procedure, e.g., by a notary);
-
In person at a Sodra branch.
The following documents must be presented:
-
An identity document (a passport of the Republic of Lithuania or a personal identity card);
-
Also, it is necessary to know the information about the personal bank account where the pension will be transferred.
4.
Are periods of deportation and imprisonment counted as insurance periods, and what documents prove them?
When granting a social insurance old-age or reduced working capacity pension, the actual time spent in deportation and imprisonment of rehabilitated political prisoners and deportees (including minors who were born in exile or deported) is included in the insurance period. The actual time of deportation (imprisonment) shall be considered to be the period from the date of deportation (for those born in exile – from the day of birth) until the end of the deportation, and for persons who have been restricted the right to choose their place of residence after the expiration of the period of deportation (it is prohibited to return and reside in Lithuania) – until the date of the permit to return and reside in Lithuania (if there are data on the actual return of the person to Lithuania before he or she was allowed to return and reside in Lithuania – until the date of actual return to Lithuania). If the certificates state that there is no data on the date of lifting of this restriction, the date of the permit to return and reside in Lithuania shall be considered to be the date of actual return to Lithuania, but not later than 11 March 1990.
The actual time of deportation or imprisonment of rehabilitated political prisoners and deportees is evidenced by certificates issued by the law enforcement institutions of the Republic of Lithuania (the Supreme Court, the Ministry of the Interior, the Prosecutor General's Office), along with the legal status certificate of a person affected by occupations – a deportee, issued by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania (both documents must be submitted).
