INFORMATION FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS AND DEPORTEES AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS RETURNING PERMANENTLY TO LITHUANIA 
Please be informed that political prisoners and deportees and their family members who wish to return to the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as Lithuania) permanently can benefit from the support provided by the Lithuanian State for resettlement and social integration in Lithuania. Since 1992, state support has been granted to over 5,000 individuals who have returned to Lithuania.
WHO CAN RECEIVE STATE AID?
The following citizens of the Republic of Lithuania and persons who have retained the right to citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania, returning to Lithuania from the territory of the former USSR with their family members* for permanent residence, are eligible for state support to compensate for resettlement and social integration costs:
•
Political prisoners and deportees who have been declared innocent by the Republic of Lithuania and have had all their civil rights restored.
•
Children of the aforementioned individuals, whose legal status as deportees has been recognised under the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Legal Status of Persons Victims of the Occupations of 1939-1990, as having the legal status of a deportee as a victim of the occupations. This support is also provided to children of political prisoners and deportees without the need to obtain a certificate of legal status of an exile from the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania as a victim of the occupation.

IMPORTANT. Support is provided directly to political prisoners, deportees and their children. Only persons with this status or children of persons with this status can benefit from the support provided for social integration.
* The family members of the returnee include the person's parents, spouse, children (adopted children) under 18 years of age, as well as over 18 years of age – are unmarried if they are pupils or students of formal education institutions.

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE RECEIVED?
State support for relocation and social integration is provided through the following measures:
•
Compensation for resettlement costs:
o 
Train, plane or coach tickets to Lithuania;
o 
Transport of personal belongings by freight trains or road vehicles (up to 5 tons for one person, up to 10 tons for a family).
o 
Other expenses (visa fees, document issuance fees, personal insurance expenses, accommodation expenses during relocation, translation services).
o 
Travel expenses for individuals accompanying disabled (elderly, single, or ill) returnees.
o 
For pension-age individuals, disabled individuals, single parents raising minors, individuals over 18 years old who are students at formal educational institutions temporarily coming to Lithuania to resolve housing issues, as well as issues related to pension provision, healthcare, education, a one-time allowance of up to 290 EUR may be granted.
o 
Individuals who bring school-age children to study at Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium can receive compensation for round-trip journeys by passenger train, plane, or road transport for one accompanying person and children coming to study.
•
One-time settlement allowances are provided (2,028 EUR for adults, 1,440 EUR for children under 18 years old).
•
The opportunity to benefit from the employment program in Lithuania is provided (assistance in finding employment, various training, requalification, skills improvement, job placement funding, etc.).
•
Lithuanian language courses are organized, and other integration measures are applied.
•
Support is provided for the maintenance of returning deportee children in summer camps and for learners studying at Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium.
•
Returnees are also entitled to benefit from the general system of social assistance and social services (social allowances, reimbursement of heating costs, drinking water and hot water costs, children's allowances, etc.), which is applicable to all citizens of Lithuania.

WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?
A person returning to Lithuania must submit the following documents to the Department of Social Services under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour (hereinafter referred to as the Department of Social Services):
•
A free-form reasoned request.
•
For political prisoners and deportees, a document issued by the law enforcement institutions of the Republic of Lithuania (a copy of the rehabilitation certificate) confirming the restoration of their rights or a copy of the status certificate of a political prisoner or deportee issued by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania.
•
For children of political prisoners and deportees, copies of documents proving kinship and a copy of the status certificate of a deportee or political prisoner issued to one of their parents by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania or a copy of the rehabilitation certificate issued to one of their parents by the law enforcement institutions of the Republic of Lithuania.
•
Copies of documents confirming the identity and kinship of all family members of the returnee who have permanently returned to Lithuania.
•
Documents proving the declaration of residence in Lithuania.
•
Legalisation and translation of documents issued in foreign countries into Lithuanian:
Legalisation and translation of documents issued in foreign countries into Lithuanian:
•
Every single document issued by foreign states and every single document certified by a foreign state in a notarial or equivalent procedure must be legalised or certified by an Apostille, unless international treaties of the Republic of Lithuania or legal acts of the European Union provide otherwise.
o 
This provision does not apply to travel documents and in cases where there is no possibility to legalize or certify documents with an Apostille in a foreign state or part of a foreign state affected by a humanitarian crisis.
o 
Official documents issued in the Republic of Moldova, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia, the Russian Federation, and Ukraine are exempt from legalization or certification with an Apostille.
•
All documents written in a foreign language must be translated into Lithuanian and certified by a person or institution with the right to certify translations from one language to another, excluding travel documents.

WHERE TO APPLY?
•
The Department of Social Services (SPPD) under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour provides detailed information on state support for political prisoners and deportees returning to Lithuania, as well as their family members (email: sppd@sppd.lt). We recommend verifying whether you have all the necessary documents to receive state support before returning to Lithuania by contacting the consultants specified below:
o 
Milda Venclovienė (e-mail milda.vencloviene@sppd.lt, tel. + 370 658 82117): Resettlement costs and settlement allowances;. Lithuanian language courses and adaptation measures; Employment programmes, including job retention, support for requalification, and skills improvement.
o 
Ana Praprovienė (e-mail ana.praproviene@sppd.lt, tel. + 370 658 82371): Support for the maintenance of returning deportees' children during summer camps and assistance for those studying at the Vilnius Lithuanian House. Information dissemination, public relations, and support for Lithuanian communities, conferences, and meetings (projects) related to the return of deportees.
o 
Karolina Jankeliūnienė (e-mail karolina.jankeliuniene@sppd.lt, tel. + 370 658 82101): Consultations on the acquisition and rental of apartments for returnees who submitted applications and all required documents to the chosen municipality by 31 December 2009, based on housing lists in municipalities.
•
Certificates of the legal status of a deportee – a person affected by the occupations, issued by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania.
•
The Migration Department of the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania accepts applications for Lithuanian citizenship and provides information.
•
Rehabilitation certificates are issued by the following Lithuanian law enforcement institutions:
o 
The Supreme Court of Lithuania (for persons repressed by judicial authorities).
o 
The Office of the Prosecutor General of the Republic of Lithuania (for persons repressed out of court).
o 
The Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania (for deported persons).
•
For the admission of learners to the Vilnius Lithuanian House, please contact the Vilnius Lithuanian House directly.
•
For consular information and services (Lithuanian passports, visas, notarial actions, etc.), please contact your nearest Lithuanian diplomatic mission or consular institution.
•
General information and consultations for those returning to live in Lithuania in Lithuanian, Russian, and English are provided by the Migration Information Centre "Renkuosi Lietuvą."
This information was prepared based on the information from the Department of Social Services and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. More information can be found HERE.
