SUPPORT FOR THE SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, DEPORTEES, AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS IN THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
Social Services Supervision Department under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour
ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES SUPERVISION DEPARTMENT IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND EXILES AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS (1)
•
The Programme of Political Prisoners and Deportees' Return to Lithuania has been implemented since 1992.
•
Currently, the main activity is support for social integration, carried out following the Description of the Procedure for Providing State Support Measures for the Relocation and Social Integration of Political Prisoners and Deportees and Their Family Members Returning to Lithuania (hereinafter the Description)
(Order of the Minister of Social Security and Labour of the Republic of Lithuania No 151 of 21 November 2002 "On the Approval of the Description of the Procedure for Providing State Support Measures for the Relocation and Social Integration of Political Prisoners and Deportees and Their Family Members Returning to Lithuania": https://www.e-tar lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.4D3929F3EC9F/asr)
ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES SUPERVISION DEPARTMENT IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND EXILES AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS (2)
State support for social integration, following the Description, is currently provided through the following main measures:
>
Resettlement costs and one-time resettlement allowance;
>
Employment programme;
>
Lithuanian language courses and adaptation measures;
>
Maintenance of returning deportees' children at summer camps and support for their studies at Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium;
>
Information, dissemination, public relations, and support for Lithuanian communities, conferences, and meetings on deportees' return issues.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR SUPPORT?
Lithuanian citizens and persons who have retained the right to Lithuanian citizenship and return to Lithuania with their family members, coming or having returned to Lithuania from the former territory of the USSR after 11 March 1990, to reside permanently (hereinafter the returnees) have the right to use state support to compensate for relocation and social integration expenses:
■
Political prisoners and deportees declared not guilty to the Republic of Lithuania under the Law on the Restoration of Rights of Persons Repressed for Resistance to Occupational Regimes, and whose civil rights have been fully restored.
■
Children of the individuals listed above, for whom the legal status of a person affected by occupations – a deportee, is recognised according to the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Legal Status of Persons Victims of the Occupations of 1939-1990a, can also receive this support. This support is also provided to children of political prisoners and deportees without the need to obtain a certificate of legal status of an exile from the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania as a victim of the occupation.
Family members of the returnee include their parents, spouse, their children (adopted children) under 18 years of age, as well as those over 18 years old who are unmarried and enrolled in formal educational institutions.
SUPPORT FOR COMPENSATING RESETTLEMENT COSTS
•
Resettlement costs are covered upon submission of documents confirming the same, according to the official exchange rate between the Republic of Lithuania and foreign countries on the date of submission of the application to the Department.
•
Resettlement costs are covered once for the entire family of the returnee after permanently moving to the Republic of Lithuania.
•
Resettlement costs include:
■
Travel expenses for purchasing train, airplane, or motor vehicle tickets (on a direct route from the last permanent place of residence outside the Republic of Lithuania to the place of residence in the Republic of Lithuania).
■
Expenses for the transportation of personal household items by freight trains or motor vehicles (if one person relocates, expenses for the transport of items weighing up to 5 tons, and if a family relocates, up to 10 tons).
■
Other resettlement expenses (visa fees, document issuance fees, personal insurance expenses, accommodation expenses during relocation, translator services).
■ 
Expenses for personal items insurance are non-refundable.
ONE-OFF SETTLEMENT ALLOWANCE
•
The allowance is EUR 2 028.00 per adult member of the returnee's family;
•
Child allowance (up to 18 years) – EUR 1,440.00.
SUPPORT FOR LEARNING THE LITHUANIAN LANGUAGE
•
The teaching of the state language and an introduction to the fundamentals of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania are organised for all returnees and their family members if they submit a request to learn the Lithuanian language.
•
Children of returnees can also be taught if they are not studying in general education secondary schools.
•
Returnees are taught according to the requirements of the first (A2), second (B1), and third (B2) language proficiency qualification categories that correspond to the descriptions of language proficiency levels provided by the Council of Europe.
•
In order to better prepare returnees for language proficiency qualification category exams, consultations, seminars, and additional classes are organised. These additional classes are related to civic education and gaining knowledge about Lithuanian history and culture.
•
Taking into account specific needs, additional training for returning deportees can be organised, and intensive summer Lithuanian language courses can be offered through special programmes.
SUPPORT TO ADDRESS EMPLOYMENT ISSUES
•
Funded jobs:
■
The Employment Service under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour or the Department, in agreement with an employer regarding the employment of the returnee, or upon the returnee's own agreement with an employer, submits a proposal to the Department for a contract regarding financing.
■
The Department may enter into an employment agreement with an employer, whereby the employer shall reimburse the monthly costs of the minimum monthly salary and social insurance contributions calculated on the basis of this amount, approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, for up to one year.
•
Training and retraining, as well as professional development and upskilling. Returnees may be sent for training in a profession (including getting acquainted with professional terminology in the Lithuanian language) that meets the local labour market's needs.
•
Expenses related to computer literacy education are financed.
•
Foreign language training is financed.
OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT FOR SOCIAL INTEGRATION
•
Transportation of returnees with disabilities (elderly, single, and ill) to the Republic of Lithuania:
■
Expenses are covered based on documents confirming them.
■
In addition, the travel expenses of no more than one accompanying person are covered.
•
Support for citizens of the Republic of Lithuania permanently residing in the territory of the former USSR who wish to return to the Republic of Lithuania:
■
A one-time allowance of up to EUR 290.00 may be granted when individuals temporarily come to the Republic of Lithuania to address accommodation-related issues and issues related to pension provision, healthcare, and education.
■
This allowance is granted to individuals of retirement age, individuals with disabilities, single mothers (fathers) raising children under 18 years old (adopted children), as well as those over 18 years old who are students at formal educational institutions.
KITOS PARAMOS SOCIALINEI INTEGRACIJAI FORMOS (2)
• State support for individuals bringing school-age children to study at Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium:
■
Travel expenses for round-trip journeys by passenger train, plane, or road transport for one accompanying person and children coming to study are covered.
■
This state support is provided upon Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium submitting a certificate of the child's arrival.
■
You can find information about Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium here. http ://www.lietuviunamai.vilnius.lm.lt/;
■
Information about admission to Vilnius Lithuanian House Gymnasium can be found here:
http://www.lietuviunamai.vilnius.lm.lt/index files/priemimas ru.pdf.
SUPPORT FOR LITHUANIAN COMMUNITIES AND DEPORTEE ORGANISATIONS OPERATING IN THE FORMER USSR TERRITORY
•
Support is provided for organising meetings and conferences.
•
Support is provided for initiatives aimed at disseminating information about the return of unlawfully repressed individuals, issues related to pension provision, employment, acquisition of Lithuanian citizenship, and other matters.
•
Support may be granted for activities that help disseminate information about the program, its implementation, and prospects (informational publications, websites, and other means).
•
At the beginning of each year, the Department (www.sppd.lt) announces a call for applications for these initiatives, asking applicants to complete a special application form.
•
Only those initiatives that have submitted an application by the date specified in the call and have been selected as eligible for funding may be funded.
CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE SOCIAL SERVICES SUPERVISION DEPARTMENT:
General email address – sppd@sppd.lt
More detailed consultations are provided by the representatives of the Social Programs Administration Division:
MILDA VENCLOVIENĖ (tel.  +370 658 82 117, E-mail milda.vencloviene@sppd.lt),
ANA PRAPROVIENĖ (tel.  +370 658 82 371, E-mail ana.praproviene@sppd.lt),
KAROLINA JANKELIŪNIENĖ (tel.  +370 658 82 101, E-mail karolina.jankeliuniene@sppd.lt).
